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 It is natural to complain about the weather, everybody does it. But 

here in Michigan, our weather is really very good. Of course it is not al-

ways perfect. We have some hot 90° days, we have some thunderstorms, 

and once in a great while we do have tornados 

or damaging winds. But as we look at the 

weather all around the country, we should 

stop for a moment and count our blessings. 

We do not have wildfires, mudslides, hurri-

canes, or catastrophic flooding. Overall, Mich-

igan has terrific weather and we should be 

thankful for it. Even when it does rain in the 

summertime, it is usually an isolated event 

that is over in less than an hour, providing plenty of time to plan a round 

of golf. It is worth keeping this in mind when the weather forecast calls 

for rain. It is extremely unlikely that rain will last all day, even if the 

forecasters imply that it will. Professional meteorologists feel compelled 

to dwell on the bad weather; they will often say that the forecast calls for 

rain even if there is only a slight  chance and a short duration likely. This 

summer we have had very good weather: not as dry as last year, very few 

big storms or damaging winds. Hopefully it will continue to be nice, but 

even if it’s not, it will never be as bad as some places. And of course, we 

expect the golf season to continue at least through November. 

 Many of our leagues have already finished for the season. Monday 

and Tuesday evening will play a couple more weeks, as well as Tuesday 

and Wednesday mornings. Otherwise, there is plenty of availability. It is 

still worth calling ahead to make a reservation on the weekends (as well 

as Labor Day), especially on beautiful sunny days. 

  Our fall specials start in September: beginning Tuesday, Sept. 3rd 

everyone will receive the student rate ($11.00/ 9 holes) or, if  over 60 

years, the senior rate ($9.50/ 9 holes). Then on Monday Sept. 23rd, 

these rates will be in effect for UNLIMITED PLAY (walking). Electric 

carts are just $6.00 per player for the first round, and $4.00 per player 

for each subsequent round. Please check in before starting each round. 

Players starting their first round do have the right of way on the first tee. 
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 Last month we talked about how we play golf and the decisions 

that we make on the course. This time we will again focus on golf equip-

ment and how golf clubs affect our shots.  

 Golf clubs have many different specifications, some of which are 

obvious and familiar to almost everyone, and some that are more subtle 

and can be overlooked. Most golfers are aware that their clubs have loft 

(the angle of the clubface in relation to a vertical plane) and that loft has  

a major effect on the trajectory of the golf ball. Not as many golfers are 

aware of the effect that a clubhead’s center of gravity has on trajectory. 

We may know that a hybrid can launch higher than an iron of the same 

loft (because more of the mass is farther back from the face), but there 

can be differences in clubs that look similar to one another.  

 Two of our best custom made fairway woods are from Tom 

Wishon Golf Technology: the 949mc and the 929hs (pictured at left). 

Both are available in  different lofts, but they are distinctly different club-

heads. Though they may appear similar to the eye, they are engineered to 

create different trajectories as well as ball speeds. The 929hs will launch 

the ball higher than other fairway woods of the same loft. This is due to 

the distribution of mass throughout the clubhead, but with woods most 

of this technology is inside the clubhead, and not visible to the eye. The 

949mc has a “hotter” face, technically known as a high coefficient of res-

titution (COR), or the ability of the face to spring back and act like a 

trampoline to create faster ball speed and more potential distance. This 

effect is more noticeable and has greater benefits for players who swing 

fast in the first place. For many golfers the 949mc may be appropriate for 

the longest fairway wood (3w, 4w, 5w), while the higher trajectory 929hs 

may be a good complement in the second or third longest. The higher 

launch should lend itself to more consistency and reliability. Then it’s up 

to you to choose your best option for the shot at hand: more potential 

distance with more risk, or a little less distance but also less risk of  a re-

ally bad shot.  

 Another subtle specification not necessarily visible to the eye is a 

clubhead’s “moment of inertia” (MOI), or resistance to twisting. We usu-

ally call this “forgiveness”. The Tom Wishon 919thi driver boasts an MOI 

of more than 5000 grams per square centimeter, one of the most forgiv-

ing driver heads available. Again, this is due to the distribution of mass 

throughout the clubhead. Many different manufacturers produce drivers, 

but few, if any, have as much experience as well as scientific knowledge 
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as Tom Wishon.( http://wishongolf.com/). 

 Golf clubs that are intended to create distance (drivers 

and fairway woods) are inherently risky. It makes sense to take 

advantage of the modern technology that can improve perfor-

mance.  

 It is certainly typical for most golfers to have a driver 

and one or two fairway woods in their set, but for the middle 

distance clubs there are many options and set make-up can 

vary a lot from one golfer to the next. For many players hybrids 

are a really good fit; they provide more forgiveness than long 

irons (like the dreaded 3 iron) because the weight in the club-

head is placed farther back away from the face. Hybrid are of-

ten easier to hit than fairway woods because the length of the 

club is shorter, more like an iron. It is true, however, that long 

irons are the best option for some golfers, especially strong 

players who feel that their shots fly too high, and highly skilled 

players who require the ability to curve the ball to the right or 

left (most of us would benefit from the straighter shot provided 

by the hybrid). On the other end of the spectrum, golfers who 

swing slowly and/or hit their shots too low can often benefit 

from higher lofted fairway woods for middle distance shots. It 

is even possible to get fairway woods with the loft of a wedge! If 

you struggle with chronically low ball flight, this idea may be 

worth pursuing. 

 The highest lofted clubs (wedges) often do not feature 

the lower, deeper center of gravity that makes the long clubs 

more forgiving. This is because the high degree of loft already 

makes them easy to hit. For players who do require more for-

giveness, wedges with perimeter weighting or more offset are 

worthwhile. For many golfers, a higher spin rate on their wedge 

shots promotes better distance control, plus it looks really cool 

when the ball lands on the green and spins back.  The PCF Mi-

cro Tour from Tom Wishon provides more grooves than other 

wedges in addition to a spin-milled face for tremendous back-

spin. The PCF Micro Tour is available (right handed) in 52°, 

56°, and 60°. The lofts can be adjusted if necessary for even 

more precise distance control.  

  

Few, if any, manufacturers 

have as much experience and 

scientific knowledge as Tom 

Wishon. 
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 J.C.’s COURSE NOTES 

 Those of you who frequent our pro shop will share our dismay with the retirement of Jeff Curtis. Jeff  
has been our weekday morning man since 1995, after retiring from the Lansing police department. I can’t es-
timate how many golf clubs Jeff has regripped or how many donut holes he has bought. I do know that he has 
a smile and a kind word for everyone who comes through the door. I guess he wants more time to bowl and 
golf. So if you see Jeff at the course this fall, please congratulate him and then try to talk him out of it. 

 Kevin, our longtime greenskeeper, has asked (begged) me to repeat our plea to fix ballmarks on the 
greens timely and properly. He gets a tear in his eye when he walks on the 8th green, seeing all the wounds 
and brown spots. So remember: the sooner a ballmark is repaired the sooner it heals. Also remember: repair 
the mark by pinching the hole closed from around the top, not by prying the bottom of the hole back up. This 
rips and exposes the roots. If you would like to see how it should be done, just ask any grounds crew member 
for a demonstration; it only takes a few seconds. We certainly appreciate your help. 

 Speaking of marks on the 8th green, that green has become a prt of the path our herd of deer travel 
each night. To prevent this and the resulting hoof damage, we have sprayed some “stinky stuff” around the 
green perimeter to encourage them to go elsewhere. It worked! They now go across the 7th green. I’m at least 
as smart as the average deer so we sprayed that one too. We’ll see. Regardless, if you are on these greens and 
smell something a little iffy, it’s probably not your playing partner. 

 Indian Hills lost a couple of real good friends recently. Our thoughts are with the families of Jean 
Smith and Don Van Gorder. We miss them. 

 TAP INS 

 Congrats to Olivia Baum of the Thursday morning Putters league. She aced the 8th hole with her 7-
wood last month. 

 Lightning struck and split a tree by the right side of the 2nd fairway last week. The charge spread to 
another tree and ultimately to our irrigation system causing issues that we’ve never dealt with before, like fry-
ing a controller and exploding underground solenoids on various sprinklers. 

 Sparetime bowling center, by Frandor, and Indian Hills are teaming up for a senior bowling/golf 
league on Tuesday mornings. After 30 weeks of bowling though the fall and winter, the league will move to 
the links for spring and summer. See the pro shop for details or call the bowling center at 517 349-2695. 

   50% off!!                                   
$5.00 OFF REGROOVING IRONS  

              (ONLY $5.00 PER CLUB)                

 VALID THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2013 
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Indian Hills is a 9 hole golf course that is one of  Lansing area's hidden treasures. Won-

derfully maintained, the golf course features lush fairways and consistently rolling 

greens. Mature trees frame the fairways and strategically placed bunkers and water haz-

ards challenge your game. Indian Hills caters to golfers of all levels. The course is short 

enough for beginners to feel comfortable... while still providing a challenge for the ex-

pert player. The golf course is highlighted by abundant wildlife and numerous eye catch-

ing gardens. 

 

At Indian Hills Custom Golf, we've been building custom golf clubs since 1979. Our pro-

fessionally certified club makers Sam Anderson and J.C. Petersen can customize clubs 

for golfers of all abilities, from beginners to top players. Our full service pro shop offers 

a full range of club repairs, including re-gripping, extending or shortening clubs, re-

shafting, loft and lie adjustments and much more. Most repairs can be done promptly 

and expertly within 48 hours. Custom club fitting by appointment Monday-Saturday. 

Check us out on the web: 

www.ihcustomgolf.com 

 

 

 

www.facebook.comIndianHillsGolfCourse 

@IndianHillsMI 

 

 

Indian Hills 

4887 Nakoma 

Okemos, MI 48864 

517-349-1010 

indianhillscus-

tomgolf@yahoo.com 

 

“Get Your Thrills at Indian Hills” 
 

 


